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upon the opinions of others, and could not be the result of my own
deliberate judgment. I feel convinced that I shall best dis-
charge my duty to the King-Emperor and serve the interests
of India if I take time to collect information, seek advice, and
form conclusions. Meanwhile I must not utter an incautious
word, or take a hasty step. I have no doubt that India will
understand and respect my reticence at this moment. Let me
express the grateful thanks of my wife for your welcome and
good wishes for her health and happiness. Permit me to join
her in these expressions, and to add that the opportunity of
helping to promote the welfare of the women and children of the
country contributes notably to the attractions of her position
here. In conclusion, I pray that it may be my good fortune
during my tenure of office to achieve, with the loyal and whole-
hearted co-operation of British and Indians, some lasting benefit
for India, and that these next years may revive and enhance her
economic prosperity, and contribute to her material and spiritual
well-being, to the end that peace, goodwill, and happiness may
reign among her people.

Replying to the Deputation from the Indian Merchants Chamber
and Bureau on 3rd April, Lord Reading dealt particularly in
one passage of his reply with the part India took in the Great
War.

You refer naturally to the War, in which India behaved with
such deep and devoted loyalty to the King-Emperor and to the
cause for which we were fighting. Nothing was more splendid,
and I trust that nothing that ever happens will make us, British
and Indians, together regret that we struggled for great and
high ideals which India took to her heart equally with ourselves.
Whilst it is true that there have been disappointments after the
War, I am afraid these are inevitable. People cannot always
live, even in a spiritual country like India, at the extreme height
of the noblest ideals, since we are only human beings, but, that
,we, together, British and Indians, reached these altitudes, should
always be a bond between us. May I add one further word
based upon much observation, that, notwithstanding the dis-
appointment at this moment, I am convinced, that, as a result
of the struggle for higher ideals, the world will be the better,
although it may not be apparent at this particular moment.
There is disappointment aroused by these exchange and currency
questions that have supervened after the War. I do not suggest